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It has been another glorious winter of football for The 
Gap NPL Women’s team which won yet another title in a 
hard fought 2-1 grand final victory over Palm Beach SC.  
 
The team displayed the same grit and determination in 
this year’s grand final that has made it a local legend at 
The Gap Football Club, clawing its way back into the 
match after going one-nil down midway through the first 
half. 
 
Eight minutes after the setback Leah Curtis netted to 
level the score. Then in the 65th minute Victoria 
Stephenson capped off a remarkable season for the 
women when she scored the deciding goal.  
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Women’s team takes double in NPL 
debut season 

Meet	  our	  2016	  Men’s	  
Head	  	  Coach	  

Trevor Rohdmann has a long 
and distinguished coaching career, 
starting as player-coach in 
Bundaberg. He coached North 
Pine’s men’s team  to promotion 
from Division 2 to Division 1 then 
Premier league. He also developed 
their juniors, resulting in all teams 
from U12 to U16 being promoted to 
the top league.  
“I want to really get back into 
coaching at a higher level, and am 
excited to be joining the club that 
shares my drive and ambition,” 
Trevor said. 
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WOMEN’S NPL Cont. 
 
After stumbling early in 2015 
The Gap stormed home with 11 
wins and two draws to end the 
20 round competition on top and 
secure its third premiership in 
four years winning the inaugural 
PlayStation 4 NPL Queensland 
Women’s title. 
 
The grand final was the icing on 
the cake for a team that has 
made an art form of collecting 
silverware. Congratulations on 
another great effort in 2015 
	  

It’s party time 

The season is over, but there is one more 
big party to go, so set aside Saturday 24 
October for a big night out and celebrate our 
60th year. 

This night is for you. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re a player taking a break from 
training, coach taking some tactical R&R or 
a parent enjoying some freedom from the 
demands on the football family’s taxi service 
– we want you to celebrate with us. 

The club’s committee has issued an open 
invitation for all members, past and present, 
to join them at the clubhouse from 7pm on 
Saturday 24 October. 

It’s a free party with plenty of finger food and 
plenty of music from every era from 1955 
through to the present day – so there will be 
something for everyone who wants to tap 
their feet, dance or sing-a-long to a favourite 
song.  

So round up the family and kids, come along 
and join us at our sports club to celebrate the special role The Gap Football Club plays in the heart 
of our community. 

YOU CAN HELP 

VOLUNTEER   

Our Club relies on volunteers. If you can help out please 
contact us. It may be a commitment for one day or the whole 
season. For example, being a ground official for games, 
assisting in the administration of the club, coaching, being a 
team manager, marking the fields, helping with a BBQ on 
game day, working in our canteen – the list is endless.  

BECOME A SPONSOR  

Or you may want to sponsor a team or the club. We are 
fortunate to have a range of sponsors without whose 
support we could not deliver our high standard of coaching 
and facilities. Information on sponsorships is on our website. 

Contact info@gapfootball.org.au if you can help. 
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The Brisbane Celtic era ends 

It is now eight years since The Gap FC Secretary John Mullaney set up Brisbane Celtic FC to help 
the influx of young migrants from Ireland and Scotland escaping rampant unemployment back 
home settle in Brisbane. 

But times have changed. The global financial crisis has ended and the flow of migrants slowed and 
John says it’s now time to wind-up the team which has been headquartered at The Gap’s Walton 
Bridge grounds since 2008. 

In eight seasons they have been 
premiers five times and runners-
up on three other occasions. 
They have also played in seven 
grand finals, winning four of 
them. 

More than 200 players played for 
the club over the years and 
these ‘imports’ provided a steady 
stream of players to the club 
during a time when The Gap  
Needed senior players. 

“That of course has changed with 
the advent of Under 18's football 
at The Gap and we now have 
some exciting young players 
coming through,” John said. 

So Brisbane Celtic is being merged fully into the Gap Football Club for the 2016 season, though 
there are some permanent reminders of this remarkable chapter in our club’s history.  

Next time you visit the club house check out the Celtic shirt signed by Willie Wallace and Bertie 
Auld from the 1967 European Cup winning team, plus a signed shirt donated by Celtic FC in 2009 
when they visited Brisbane.  

The Brisbane Celtic’s final game was a loss in the 2015 Grand Final, ending a 43 game unbeaten 
streak.  

John and the team with Celtic FC's 1967 European Cup 
winner Willie Wallace after their 2014 double winning 

exploits.  Also 2015 League Champions	  

While we are a forward-looking club, we are 
also proud of our heritage. We would love 
you to send us copies of any photos or 
memorabilia you might have. Just scan and 
send to our email address 
info@gapfootball.org.au 
Photo opposite is 1993 U12 Div 1. 
Recognize anyone? 
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The 2015 season is over for our 750 registered players across junior’s, women’s’ and senior 
men’s’ competitions.  No doubt there are many parents, coaches, managers and volunteers who 
are also enjoying some nights and weekends off. 

I want to thank all of our volunteers; our coaches, managers and of course our players for their 
efforts throughout the season. Special congratulations are due to those teams that made the finals 
series. It is a special achievement to be cherished.  I hope that all players and families enjoyed 
their season. Playing team sport helps develop all of us – and it is fun. I hope 2015 was that and 
more for you. 

2016 
There are a number of exciting developments underway for 2016.  We are building a club where 
players, their families and supporters want to participate, and where delivering our best each week 
on and off the field is what we do. 

COACHES 
We welcome Trevor Rohdmann as our new Senior Men’s coach. A brief profile of Trevor is in this 
newsletter. And Rob Askew will again look after our hugely successful Women’s NPL team. The 
Gap continues to set the standard for women’s football in Queensland. A number of other key 
coaching appointments are on our website. 

FACILITIES 

 We now have some of the best facilities in Brisbane. They are about to be even better. In 2015 
members have enjoyed our refurbished clubhouse, which is now one of the best functions venues 
in the area. 

Thanks to funding from the Queensland Government, in 2016 we will undertake further upgrades 
to our clubhouse, install new high quality lighting on field one, install a major water tank for field 
irrigation to provide better playing fields and construct a new equipment room. These have been 
priority projects for our club and all will be undertaken in the next year. 

The BCC are currently upgrading facilities in and around the canteen, which will provide new
toilets and disabled access. 

All fields are about to undergo a major repair 
and upgrade to give players a quality pitch. 
We are also exploring the use of additional 
nearby fields for training as a further way of 
providing first class playing fields for games. 

Arch Bevis, President. 

Our	  clubhouse	  is	  available	  for	  
hire.	  Email	  for	  details.	  
info@gapfootball.org,au	  
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JUNIORS	  

2015 Has been another successful year for the 
junior section of the club with several teams 
competing in the finals series and strong 
performances in both the Miniroo and Football 
Brisbane competitions.   

Special mention to our Under 14 Division 3 
team, coached by Michael Scott, who finished 
first in their division and then went on to do the 
double with a hard fought grand final win after a 
penalty shootout. 

570 registered junior players played in over 50 
teams in excess of 950 games during the 
season. It was especially pleasing to see the 
strong interest in girls football that resulted in 4 
teams competing this year in addition to our 
NPL sides. 

Coaching courses held at our club saw many 
Gap coaches in attendance.  This will be a key 
focus through 2016 as we continue to lift the 
quality of the coaching we provide. 

A very big thank you to all our 2015 
volunteers across the junior section. We cannot 
survive without you and whilst you all go about 
your business without fanfare please know the 
Club Board appreciates all that you do. 

2016 will see The Gap FC entering an exciting 
new phase for our Junior Football at all levels. 
We will have expanded facilities through new 
and existing partnerships with local schools and 
a new operational structure to provide greater 
support for our Junior Football programs.  

This coupled with a greater focus on the 
development of both players and, just as 
importantly, our coaches will put our Club in a 
very strong competitive position in 2016 and 
beyond. 

Cont’d	  over	  

Women show depth 
in 2015 

Our senior women’s’ team keeps setting 
new benchmarks for elite football in 
Queensland winning both the inaugural 
PlayStation 4 NPL Queensland Women’s 
premiership and championship double in 
2015. 

Our senior team’s success has also been 
mirrored at other levels again this season, 
with a new generation of emerging 
champions coming through the ranks. 
Rob Askew, our NPL Technical Director 
proudly reports, “Our development squads 
in the Under 13, 15 and 20 competitions 
have also performed commendably. 

As Technical Director I am required to 
submit quarterly reports to Football 
Queensland (FQ) on how closely the style 
of football adheres to the preferred national 
playing style. FQ also regularly send 
technical staff to grounds to assess teams 
on how well they achieve this.  

“I have been delighted with all of our teams 
progress in adhering to the preferred 
national playing style and can confidently 
say we lead the competition in this aspect 
at under 13, 20 and Open level,” Rob 
Askew said.  

“Our under 15s are also achieving highly. 
“Individuals have also made great strides. 
TJ Garnsworthy, Emileigh Bowman and 
Gabby Proctor (Under 13s); Sabrina 
Pizzica (Under 15s) were selected in 
Queensland sides; Charlotte Bohl was 
invited to join a NTC training squad; 
Victoria McDonald and Charli Mclennan 
(Under 20s and Opens respectively) were 
selected for the Queensland Secondary 
School girls side.  

Cont’d	  over	  

2015	  SEASON	  ROUND	  UP	  
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WOMEN Cont’d 

Four current players 
(Gabe Marzano, Ruth 
Blackburn, Summer 

O’Brien and Noran Abazi) and one recently 
former player (Maili Forbes) are currently 
training with the Roar W-League team while 
Beth Ashton recently trialled with the Roar.  

The Gap’s skills development SAP program 
is also progressing well and now includes 16 
players from nine to 11 years of age 
participating. 

So another great season for The Gap 
women.  

After a strong start, our first team struggled 
mid season. They showed great character 
to come back and finish the season with 
wins against higher placed teams providing 
the foundations for our 2016 campaign. 

The reserves convincingly won their  
Premiership and provided good support to 
our first team. In a very tough grand final, 
they lost in a penalty shoot out, denying 
them what would have been a well 
deserved double. 

Men’s 

JUNIORS CONT’D 
We are currently seeking a 
suitable person to be our 
Junior Head Coach for 2016 
who will work closely with our 
new Senior Coach, Trevor Rohdmann, to 
ensure a clear pathway for our junior players 
into the senior teams.  We have also decided 
to move our Under 16 mixed team into our 
Senior Football section to further strengthen 
the opportunity for players to gain exposure 
to senior football. 

Volunteer and  Help 

We are now looking for volunteers to ensure 
a successful 2016.  Please contact us if you 
think you can help as: 
Junior Secretary - is a key support to the 
Director - Junior Football and is integral to 
effective communications both internally and 
externally
Age Coordinators – who ensure that we are 
able to efficiently organise teams across all 
age groups
Referee Manager – our junior referees are 
an integral part of our club and we will be 
looking for a suitable person to lead the 
development and administration of a suitably 
qualified team of junior referees.
Coaches and Team Managers 
Junior Development Officers – the help 
with coach education and the establishment 
and delivery of football programs such as 
Academies and Clinics 

If you have any interest in 
taking on any of the above 
positions please send an 
email to 
gapjrsec@gmail.com 
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